
Lane County Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Plan Changes  
November 2021 to March 2022  
The first draft of the Lane County Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Plan was published for the public in 
November 2021 and presented to the Lane County Board of Commissioners in early December. In 
between the December presentation and the January 2022 discussion for approval, the Oregon 
Environmental Quality Commission approved the Oregon Climate Protection Program (CPP). The CPP 
regulates natural gas-related greenhouse gas emissions for the first time, which influences the results of 
Lane County’s plan. Commissioners asked staff to adjust the plan to align with the regulations spelled 
out by the CPP. 

Emission Reduction Math Updates 
The CPP calls for a reduction in the emissions associated with using natural gas. By 2050 the gas system 
is required to reduce emissions by 90% compared to 2019. These reductions will be done through a 
variety of approaches including energy efficiency, renewable natural gas, hydrogen, carbon offsets, and 
community compliance instruments.  The Lane County Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Plan adjusted the 
impacts of appliance electrification in the March 2022 version. This affected the overall impact of the 
plan, reducing total emission reduction potential from 73% to 71%. 

HIP Strategy Updates 
Two high impact practices were adjusted due to the analysis done on the CPP.  

Appliance Electrification 
The impact of the electrification of appliances, in the long run, will be smaller than previously calculated. 
To demonstrate the changed impacts, staff added a side-by-side comparison of a typical house using 
electrical appliances vs the same house using natural gas appliances. The comparisons look at estimated 
emissions through 2060 and account for new state-mandated reductions in greenhouse gas emissions 
for both the electrical and natural gas systems (page 32). In addition, a text box was added that 
discusses the recently published American Chemical Society research on methane emissions and health 
impacts of natural gas appliances. 

Natural Gas Infrastructure 
This section created significant confusion and controversy for members of our community. Lane County 
has no regulatory authority to regulate the public use of natural gas like the cities in Lane County. Staff 
integrated the important points of the strategy--limiting the use of fossil fuels to areas where there are 
not efficient substitutes--throughout the rest of the plan and clarified the actions Lane County 
operations are directly going to take.  

The section was replaced with a more comprehensive discussion of the state-mandated reductions in 
greenhouse gas emissions for both the electrical and natural gas systems. It highlights the challenges in 
demand, reliability, technology, and costs for both the electrical and gas grids. 

https://www.oregon.gov/deq/ghgp/pages/climate-protection.aspx


 

Board Updates 
Based on community feedback, the Board Order that accompanies the plan added two important points: 

• Annual progress reports starting in March 2024. 
• At the Board’s request, an updated Community Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Plan in 2027. 
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